
Report 2022-2023 

2022 

Co-financing of volume XV of Korczak's Works 

Patronage over the publication of the book "Stories about what's important in life" by 
Marek Michalak 

Patronage of the Korczak Symposium on February 19, 2022, organized by Anna Kamińska 

Online meeting "What does Korczak's code teach us?" May 25, 2022 organized by 
Korczakianum 

Over 200 visited schools and kindergartens where the issues of children's rights and 
Janusz Korczak's pedagogy were discussed 

Co-organization and patronage of the Korczak Prize, organized by the Korczak University. 

2023 

Patronage of the book "The Voice of Youth. About the Parliament of Children and Youth 

Patronage of the book by Magdalena Pytlakowska-Wasielewska "Zadomowieni. About 
refugee children who live in Poland" 

Patronage of the book "Great Friends of Children" by Marek Michalak, which presents a 
chapter about Janusz Korczak. 

24/04. – patronage and participation, foreword by the chairman of IKA – premiere of the 
play "The Dying Lesson of Doctor Korczak" - Teatr Lalka, org. Social and Cultural Society of 
Jews in Poland 

Patronage of the book by Dr. Bożena Wojnowska "The Other Face of Korczak. Sketches 
about dual identity (and more)” with a review by Dr. Marek Michalak 

Patronage of the "Marrow Musketeers" campaign in Skierniewice 

15/06. Participation of the IKA chairman in the Senate of the Republic of Poland in a 
meeting with young people as part of the "Senate Gathering" 

18/06 training meeting with scouts from the Łódź region 

Participation of IKA representatives (Barbara Smolińska-Theiss and Marek Michalak) in 
parliamentary debates on children's rights. 

20/08 – participation in the "We Law Art" festival in Szczecin. 



23/08 – participation in a conference on the creation of child protection standards at the 
Warsaw Children's Hospital 

9/09 Korczak Seminar in Geneva – organized by Avi Tsur and Batia Gilad 

Cooperation with the Warsaw Institute of Banking regarding the announcement of the Year 
of Economic Education by the Senate of the Republic of Poland and the publication of "The 
Bankruptcy of Little Jack" by Janusz Korczak 

Participation in the civic education campaign CAMPUS POLSKA in Olsztyn 

Participation of the IKA chairman in the Expert Council of the Virtual Pedagogical University 

Patronage and support for the project for young people "Equal opportunities" and "Ready 
for the future" 

Participation in the opening of the Museum of the Order of the Smile in Głuchołazy 

Patronage and participation in the Teachers' Rally in Śrem (20-21/10/2024) 

Patronage and participation in the Children's Rights Festival in Szczecin (November 20, 
2024) - inaugural lecture by the chairman of IKA 

Patronage of Renata Piątkowska's book "Children from Plac Trzech Krzyży" 

Patronage of the book by Anna Czerwińska-Rydel entitled "On the other side of the window. 
The story of Janusz Korczak" 

Over 300 visited schools and kindergartens, where the issues of children's rights and 
Janusz Korczak's pedagogy were discussed 

Co-organization and patronage of the Korczak Prize, organized by the Korczak University. 

Film competition for young people 

Patronage and co-financing of the award at the KorFilmFest International Youth Film 
Festival organized by the Korczak Friends Society. 

Chapter of the UNESCO Chair Medal. Janusz Korczak, awarded IKA and some of its 
members a medal on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Department. 

In Poland, the film "Kajtek the Wizard" was made, based on the novel "Kajtek the Wizard" 
by Janusz Korczak. The film was directed by Magdalena Łazarkiewicz. The chairman of IKA 
took part in the film premiere ceremony. 

As part of the Days of Remembrance organized on the occasion of the Day of 
Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust in 2024, the chairman of IKA met with 400 



children from schools in Łódź. The topic of the meeting was peace, humanitarianism, 
tolerance, children's rights and education. Children, Janusz Korczak, his collaborators and 
other Holocaust victims were mentioned. The meeting was organized by the Social and 
Cultural Association of Jews in Poland. 

It is sad to note that we said goodbye to our deceased friends: the president of the Dutch 
Korczak Society, Theo Cappon, and the president of the SERCE Association, Ewa Górecka. 

National Organizations’ Reports 

CIRID, Centre Independant de Recherches et d Initiatives ppour le Dialogue, is a Non-

Governmental Organization in Special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council 

oof the United nations since 2008. 

 
In partnership with the Siwss Association of Friends of Janusz Korczak, we have started a pilot 

project in Burundi 2007, the Janusz Korczak burundi Prize for the Rights of the Child. Inspired by 

the Geneva JK Literrature Prize, it had the aim of promoting students exchanges between 

Burundi students and the IKA Network of Universities including the International Institute on the 

Rights of the Child of the Kuet Boesh Institute, Switzerland. After four edition, it was decided in 

2017 to make this Priye opened to all the African Continent and its Diaspora. Launching of the 

Janusz Korczak Africa Prize was on the 27th of January 2019. 
 
The first laureate of the Janusz Korczak Africa Prize was a Master student from the Universitz of 

Burundi whou won a fully paid scholarship to attend the UNESCO JK Chair in Special Pedagogy, 

International Summer School, Maria Grzegorzewaska University, 2021. 
 
For 2025, we are working for the second edition of the Prize. 
 

October 2022 - March 2024  

Report from Janusz Korczak Association of the USA 

(originally delivered to M. Michalak September 2023) 

1. Brian Hull and Mary Tanner have now a booking agent, Robin Klinger Entertainment, who set them up at 

the Association of Performing Artists Professionals annual conference showcase in NYC last January to 

perform a 20-minute version of Kaytek the Wizard. They booked a Kaytek show for 400 middle school 

students for March 2024 at Kansas City.  

  



2. The Polish translation project of Marcia Talmage-Schneider’s book Janusz Korczak Sculptor of Children’s 

Souls was finished in October 2023. Ewa Lukowicz-Oniszczuk, Marta Ciesielska and Mariola Strahlberg 

worked on the translated children’s version, added detailed footnotes and photographs.  Tomek Bogacki 

provided beautiful cover for the front and back of the book. Batia Gilad wrote the afterword. Stapis is 

the Polish publisher for the Marcia’s book, the same publisher that published Polish version of Tomek 

Bogacki’s The Champion of Children. We have a meeting with Marcia, children and teachers from the 

Polish Saturday schools to celebrate this big accomplishment in April 2024.  

  

3. Julie Scott’s spring 2023 8th grade Language Arts students at Spokane, Washington public school 

provided us with poems for Janusz Korczak Birthday, Death Day, and the Convention on the Right of a 

Child.  

  

4. To celebrate 100th Anniversary of King Matt the First, Brian Hull and Mary Tanner brought the first 

version of King Matt to the World Association of Puppetry and Storytelling Arts Conference (WASAPA) in 

July in Colorado. Brian created a beautiful 17 minutes video that explains Mary’s and his background and 

how together they create their incredible Korczak stories. On the video you will also be able to hear the 

first song Sarah Hart wrote for King Matt and learn the steps that it takes to create a marionette. Here is 

the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRstO8yrQe4.  Educational materials for King 

Matt are being worked on by a wonderful educator in Nashville. As a result of the WAPASA workshop 

performance we have been asked by a participant to bring both shows to upstate New York in May 2024 

to perform at a Camphill Village, Waldorf School and Synagogue. Another week will be spent in Rockland 

County, NY where 7 additional performance will be offered to a Waldorf School, Jewish school and 

Jewish Community Center.  

  

5. Mariola presented at the Comet Time Studio in Philmont, NY three talks and exhibit entitled Children Are 

Stars. Her talk mentioned a special issue dedicated to Janusz Korczak in Das Goetheanum Weekly 

Newsletter from Dornach, Switzerland.  In that issue, Dr. Tomáš Zdražil from Czech Republic summarized 

the talk he gave a year ago in the lecture series entitled Voices of Humane Pedagogy. You can read his 

article at: https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/children-are-

stars/?vgo_ee=PoTD1NxowNrSDtnojxpTMh47y7P5Y7TsO21jzdZL5Xo%3D. 

  

6. Mariola met with the 8th graders of a local Waldorf School and discussed with them ideas that could be 

implemented in their school. Students expressed great interest in Korczak and his children, looked at 

their own responsibilities at home and school, discussed children’s rights and were interested in having 

mentors for new students. There are plans for Mariola to come to High School’s Student Council 

meetings and also present every year in the 8th grade.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRstO8yrQe4
https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/author/tomas-zdrazil/
https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/children-are-stars/?vgo_ee=PoTD1NxowNrSDtnojxpTMh47y7P5Y7TsO21jzdZL5Xo%3D
https://dasgoetheanum.com/en/children-are-stars/?vgo_ee=PoTD1NxowNrSDtnojxpTMh47y7P5Y7TsO21jzdZL5Xo%3D


7. We started initial discussions with local schools on possible overnight, one or two-week high school 

Korczak Camp in August 2024. The idea is to bring a counsellor from Poland and find a group of 12-20 

teenagers to spend a week under Korczak’s spell in Columbia County, NY.  Marcia Talmage Schneider 

established Korczak Camp Scholarship Fund to helps with the Korczak USA camp expenses.  

  

8. We are still searching for a university on the east coast of the US to create Korczak’s Archive and 

stimulate interest in using Korczak’s pedagogical ideas in their Masters and PhD programs. We created a 

catalog with over 110 books in English and Polish (stored in Mariola’s garage attic) and asked our 

members to check their bookshelves for books that our collection does not currently have. There is also 

a possibility of having a few smaller collections since we are open to finding more than one place to 

introduce Korczak to.  

  

9. We created Korczak USA Brochure.  

  

10. We are planning with Ewa projects based on Marcia’s book for Poland  and US. One idea is called “Adopt 

Korczak Orphan” based on the project that Irving Roth started before his death, “Adopt a Holocaust 

Survivior”.  

  

11. Presentations of Five Star Program® for regular and special needs classrooms 

  

12. Presentions at Notre Dame University in Iowa for their Holocaust Remembrance Day 

 

 

 



Report 2022-2023

• 2 UNESCO Janusz Korczak International Summer Schools, 
CREAN seminar

• 2 International Conferences 
• 2 Art Exhibitions with Polish Janusz Korczak Association 
• 2 EU grants for research on wellbeing and resilience and on 

Empathy towards minorities
• Visit to Melbourne to meet Karin Morisson Australian Korczak 

Association and Dr Basia Vucic Children’s Rights Centre at 
Holocaust Museum, Adelaide 

• Hosting visiting professors from IKA
• UNESCO stipends for Ukrainian Students
• Leading on SDG and ESG at APS

Most importantly UNESCO approved our 4-year performance report 
2019-2023 and extended our existence to the end of year 2027. 



2 edited volumes in UNESCO 
Janusz Korczak Chair Series
Open access 





http://www.aps.edu.pl/home-en/



Resulting in multiple publications 
http://www.aps.edu.pl/unesco-
chair/unesco-publications/



THE SWISS ASSOCIATION 
OF DR JANUSZ KORCZAK’S FRIENDS 

 
ACTIVITY REPORT 2023 

 
 
I. ACTIVITIES IN SWITZERLAND 
 

La Le%re : A vital link between the Associa1on and its members, La Le%re is published 3 
1mes a year and provides informa1on on the Associa1on's ac1vi1es and on everything 
related to the Korczakian world. La Le%re is also a simple way of dissemina1ng texts by or 
about Korczak, some of which have not yet been published in French. In 2023, thanks to 
Lydia Waleryszak, we were able to discover an ar1cle published in 1928 in the “Pe1te Revue” 
(“Maly Przeglad”), which summarizes the first year of this newspaper by and for children. 
 
Internet: Our website - www.korczak.ch - is an important tool for publicizing our ac1vi1es 
and Korczakian values throughout the world. It provides informa1on about events, numerous 
texts and studies by or on Korczak, as well as links to various podcasts. 
 
Korczak honoured in Lausanne: On the occasion of the celebra1on of the 80th anniversary 
Warsaw gheTo’s revolt, two events were organized in Lausanne: a round table on Warsaw 
gheTo at the Lausanne synagogue, and the world premiere performance of Robert Badinter's 
play “Les briques rouges de Varsovie”. During these well-aTended evenings, Daniel Halpérin 
spoke about Korczak, with enthusias1c returns from the audience. 
 
Janusz Korczak Prize for Children's Literature: In 2023, this Prize (which is supported by the 
State of Geneva), was awarded for the ninth 1me in Switzerland. Some 190 public and 
private school classes in the cantons of Geneva and Vaud par1cipated. Some 4000 children 
belonging to three age groups (7-8, 9-10 and 11-12 year-old), read 3 or 4 different books in 
each level and voted for their favourite. This year's theme was ‘Children in war’. Three 
authors (one per level) prepared videos which were shown in the classes concerned during 
April and which were very well received. They can be viewed on our website 
hTps://korczak.ch/prix-janusz-korczak-de-liTerature-jeunesse/temoignage-photo-video/. 
Pupils were able to vote at the end of May, as planned. The winning books (Swiss, French and 
Belgian votes combined) were: 
   

- The Blue Cloud by Tomi Ungerer, 
- La lionne, le vieil homme et la pe;te fille by Nathalie and Yves-Marie Clément,  
- Capitaine Rosalie by Timothée de Fombelle. 

 

Three ceremonies to announce the winners were held on 15 and 16 June at the Auditorium 
Ardi1. No fewer than 1,500 children took part in this highlight of the Prize. The ceremonies 
were conducted by Cécile Jeannin, a member of our commiTee. Spectators were able to take 
part in the musical quiz that revealed the winners in each category, and chat with Claire 
Audhuy and Bap1ste Cogitore, who had come all the way from Strasbourg to talk about 
children in war. They gave short presenta1ons or tes1monies from children: Hanus 
Hachenburg, who disappeared in Auschwitz at the age of 14; Lucie, a liTle Armenian girl who 
was a vic1m of the conflict with Azerbaijan and who had the joy of listening to a concert and 
taking some consola1on from the music; and Deedar, a young teenager of 15 who was able 



to take refuge in France aoer fleeing Afghanistan on foot, leaving his whole family behind. 
The children were very touched by these presenta1ons and reacted with lots of ques1ons. 
 

Registra1on for 2023-2024 reached a record number of classes registered (over 200) in 
Geneva and Lausanne. The theme chosen was ‘Trees’. 
 
The Swiss Korczak Prize 2023: This year, the ‘Swiss Korczak Prize in memory of Professor 
Vladimir Halpérin’ unfortunately was not awarded. Two works were submiTed by Collège de 
Genève, five by École de Culture Générale and four by École Moser. Although entries were of 
good standard, none was considered by the members of the jury as deserving an award. 
 
Centenary of the DeclaraJon of Geneva drawn up by Eglantyne Jebb: The City of Geneva 
and the Ins1tut des Droits de l'Enfant (IDE) will be organizing several events in 2024. Cécile 
Jeannin represents our Associa1on on the steering commiTee. She has produced for that 
occasion a wonderful children’s book on the history of children's rights. 
 
La BâJe des enfants: In 2023, the Associa1on con1nued to provide modest financial support 
to the City of Geneva to enable the programming of storytelling, crea1ve workshops and 
musical performances for children aged 2 to 12. Ac1vi1es aimed at developing imagina1on 
and crea1vity are offered free of charge to families – ooen from marginalized circles - in this 
lovely renovated venue.  
 
InternaJonal Children's Rights Academy: Cécile Jeannin who heads this associa1on with 
which we have strong links created an educa1onal card game on children's rights. Our 
associa1on supported this project financially and logis1cally. 
 
11th Korczak seminar at the Polish Mission in Geneva - 9 September 2023: “What happens 
to children in war;me?” Under this 1tle, the Israeli Korczak Educa1on Center and the 
Interna1onal Korczak Associa1on organized this eleventh interna1onal seminar in Geneva. 
Several dozen par1cipants came to reflect on the provisions of the Interna1onal Conven1on 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) concerning the protec1on of children in war1me, and their 
prac1cal applica1on in the field. The day before, the commiTee of our associa1on organized 
an informal mee1ng on its premises for Korczakian par1cipants from all over the world. 
 
InteracJve theatre in two public schools in Geneva: Elsa Saladin BenaTar, actress and 
ar1s1c director of the ‘Etoiles et Cie’ theatre company in Paris, presented a play in 5 classes 
to children aged 10 to 12. En1tled “Madame Stefa et le tribunal des enfants” (“Madame 
Stefa and the Children's Court”), this interac1ve show explores the Korczakian educa1onal 
system through its Children's Court. Elsa played the character of Stefa Wilczyńska, co-director 
with Korczak of the Dom Sierot orphanage. By becoming judges in their turn, the children 
experienced concrete cases of injus1ce or offences that they had to judge. A very successful 
pedagogical experience. 
 
II. INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

TreaJng war trauma: Once again this year, our Associa1on financially supported this project 
devised by Israeli and Pales1nian therapists: trea1ng people who have experienced war 
trauma, in both East and West Jerusalem. This project involves the training of academics.  



 
AugusJn Brutus and the INDP: Augus1n Brutus, with whom we have collaborated on a 
number of projects in the past, is running a vast ‘Health and Food’ programme to show how 
important it is to ensure food sovereignty for the planet, and in par1cular for the countries of 
the South. To do this, he would brings together NGOs, agronomists and people interested in 
food issues around the world. This year he went to Benin as part of a programme to educate 
young people. The Associa1on supported his work. 
 
“La configura.on de la désespérance": This book, edited by O. Balaban, Aline Alterman and 
Henri Cohen-Solal, was published by Mimésis in 2023. ColeTe Charlet contributed a chapter 
on Korczak. The Associa1on provided financial support for its publica1on. The book is 
available in all good bookshops. 
 
“I am Chance”: Marc-Henri Wajnberg's breathtaking documentary was shown at several 
fes1vals in 2023. It was filmed in Kinshasa and describes the problems faced by street girls in 
Congo. The Associa1on provided financial support for the making of this film. M.-H. 
Wajnberg is also in the process of seung up a home for street girls in Kinshasa. 
 
EdiJons Rodéo d'Ame: Claire Audhuy has published a new book, « Ce chemin qui n'a pas de 
nom - 17,000 km à pied depuis l'Afghanistan ». She met the book's hero, Deedar, when he 
arrived in France in 2021. They became friends and Deedar asked Claire to write the story of 
his journey. The book is beau1fully illustrated by Maxime Garcia using documents supplied 
by Deedar. Our Associa1on supported its publica1on. 
 
Korczak in Aix-en-Provence: Miriam Dicker was invited by the organizing commiTee of the 
Janusz Korczak Prize for Children's and Young People's Literature in France to aTend a day 
devoted to Janusz Korczak at the Camp des Milles, a memorial to the Shoah, in Aix-en-
Provence. 8 June 2023 was a day of commemora1on, with the morning and aoernoon 
devoted to children and the evening to adults. The children aTended a play about Korczak 
and visited the Camp des Milles with specialist guides. In the evening, Philippe Meirieu gave 
a fine lecture on Korczak. 
 
Biennale internaJonale de l'éducaJon nouvelle: ColeTe Charlet led a debate on the theme 
‘How not to make children's rights just a slogan’. She also led a wri1ng workshop on ‘Maps of 
fraternity’, based on Iwona Chmielewska's book Blumka's Diary. In addi1on, M.-H. Wajnberg 
led a workshop on street children in Kinshasa and J.L. Bansard presented his show ‘La 
République des enfants de Korczak’ in the evening. 
 
The InternaJonal Korczak AssociaJon (IKA) organized an interna1onal colloquium in Sousse, 
Tunisia, from 3 to 5 November 2023. The theme of the conference was ‘The Legacy of Janusz 
Korczak’. ColeTe Charlet and Lydia Waleryszak were to represent our associa1on, give 
lectures and run workshops. Unfortunately, this mee1ng, which was to have been followed 
by the IKA General Assembly, was cancelled due to the state of war in Israel and Gaza. 
 
  
 
 


	Report 2022-2023 (1)
	Report UNESCO Chair 2023 (1)
	Report 2022-2023
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5

	THE SWISS KORCZAK ASSOCIATION 2023 REPORT

