
International Seminar
The Polish Jewish Pioneer on Children's Human Rights, Janusz Korczak (1878-1942)

and
Children’s Rights to Grow Freely 

in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
May 10, 2025

Program
“A child should grow as freely as a tree. We must endeavor to ensure that the soil is healthy 

and nutritious, the air is clean, that there is plenty of sun and warmth.”
J. Korczak, Dzieła 3/1, p.32

J.Korczak , How to Love a Child (2018), Articles – Vol. 2, p.92

10:00 – 10:30  Opening:
moderator: Daniel Halperin
Mirosław Jozef Broiło – Head of Mission, Minister Plenipotentiary, Charge 
D’affaires, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Poland to the United 
Nations, Geneva
Batia Gilad - Former Chairperson of the International Janusz Korczak 
Association (2005-2018); Initiator of the Geneva Seminar
Anna Odrowąż-Coates – Chairperson, International J. Korczak Association
Avi Tsur  – Member of The Korczak Education Center in Israel

10:30 – 11:00  Keynote speaker
Ann Skelton – Former Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child
During and in the aftermath of war: the connection between Articles 38 and 
39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

11:00 – 11:15  Coffee break 

11:15 – 12:15  Panel I – Children as Victims
moderator: Moshe Sner
Jonathan Levy – France
From child victim to resilience to children’s empowerment: the inspiration 
of Janusz Korczak and Paulo Freire
Danaé van der Straten Ponthoz - Switzerland
Reparation for children affected by conflict-related sexual violence
Alicia Haldemann - Switzerland
Unaccompanied minors in Switzerland: a child’s rights perspective
Discussion

12:15 – 13:30  Panel II – True Stories
moderator: Veronique Aubert
Farzana Mursal Alizada – Switzerland
From Hidden Identity to Advocacy: A Life of Courage and Change
Aiman, Benjamin and Marie-Ange -Youth Council of Geneva - 
Switzerland
A Journey to a Safe Haven
Colette Charlet – France
Reading of Letters and Poems written to an Afghani adolescent

13:30 – 14:15  Lunch Break

14:15 – 14:45 Keynote speaker Roberta Ruggiero – Switzerland
Recipient of the Jubilee UNESCO Chair medal -
Beyond Recovery: Accountability and Child Participation at the Heart of 
Article 39

14:45 – 15:45  Panel III - Tools for dealing with Children’s Rights 
moderator: Jonathan  Levy
Karin Morrison – Australia
The Need for Transformation from Being Victims, to Children Living Safely, 
Valued and Respected  for Who They Really Are
Eva Haller - Germany
Supporting Recovery and Reintegration: Korczakian Educational Approaches 
for Young People in Crisis and Armed Conflict
Katarzyna Kania & Adam Nyckowski – Poland
Healing Through Education: Article 39 in Practice
Discussion

15:45 – 16:30  Panel IV - Media and its Dangers
moderator: Avi Tsur
Lika Chimchiuri – Georgia
The Role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Protecting Children’s 
Rights during Armed Conflict
Mariam Bregvadze – Georgia
The Role of Humanitarian Diplomacy for Child Social Reintegration after 
Armed Conflicts
Discussion

16:30 – 16:45  Coffee break

16:45 - 17.30  Panel V - A Learning Experience
moderator: Katarzyna Kania
Dorota M. Jankowska & Aleksandra Gajda – Poland
Creativity for Well-being and Inclusion: The Creativity Compass Program 
Anna Odrowąż-Coates – Poland
EDUCATORE:A Platform for Sharing Lessons Learned
Discussion

17:30 – 17:45  Closure - Anna Odrowąż-Coates


