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Program
What Happens to Children in Wartime?

“A child should grow as freely as a tree. 
We must endeavor to ensure that the soil is healthy and nutritious, 

the air is clean, that there is plenty of sun and warmth.”

J. Korczak, Dzieła 3/1, p.32
J.Korczak , How to Love a Child (2018), Articles – Vol. 2, p.92



10:00 – 10:30  Opening:
Mirosław Jozef Broiło – Head of Mission, Minister Plenipotentiary, Charge 
D’affaires, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Poland to the United 
Nations, Geneva
Batia Gilad - Former Chairperson of the International Janusz Korczak 
Association (2005-2018); Initiator of the Geneva Seminar
Anna Odrowąż-Coates – Chairperson, International J. Korczak Association 
Avi Tsur  – Member of The Korczak Education Center in Israel

10:30 – 11:00  Keynote speaker
Ann Skelton – Former Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child
During and in the aftermath of war: the connection between Articles 38 and 
39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

11:00 – 11:15  Coffee break 

11:15 – 12:15  Panel I – Children as Victims
moderator: Moshe Sner
Jonathan Levy – France
From child victim to resilience to children’s empowerment: the inspiration 
of Janusz Korczak and Paulo Freire
Danaé van der Straten Ponthoz - Switzerland
Reparation for children affected by conflict-related sexual violence 
Alicia Haldemann - Switzerland
Unaccompanied minors in Switzerland: a child’s rights perspective 
Discussion

12:15 – 13:30  Panel II – True Stories
Farzana Mursal Alizada – Switzerland
From Hidden Identity to Advocacy: A Life of Courage and Change 
Aiman, Benjamin and Marie-Ange -Youth Council of Geneva - 
Switzerland
A Journey to a Safe Haven
Colette Charlet – France
Reading of Letters and Poems written to an Afghani adolescent

13:30 – 14:15  Lunch Break



14:15 – 14:45 Keynote speaker Roberta Ruggiero – CREAN Children 
Rights  European Academic Network, Switzerland
Recipient of the Jubilee UNESCO Chair medal - Beyond Recovery: 
Accountability and Child Participation at the Heart of Article 39

14:45 – 15:45  Panel III - Tools for dealing with Children’s Rights 
moderator: Jonathan  Levy
Karin Morrison – Australia
The Need for Transformation from Being Victims, to Children Living Safely, 
Valued and Respected  for Who They Really Are
Eva Haller - Germany
Supporting Recovery and Reintegration: Korczakian Educational Approaches 
for Young People in Crisis and Armed Conflict
Katarzyna Kania & Adam Nyckowski – Poland
Healing Through Education: Article 39 in Practice
Discussion

15:45 – 16:30  Panel IV - Media its Dangers, Educating
moderator: Avi Tsur
Lika Chimchiuri – Georgia
The Role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Protecting Children’s 
Rights during Armed Conflict
Mariam Bregvadze – Georgia
The Role of Humanitarian Diplomacy for Child Social Reintegration after 
Armed Conflicts
Discussion

16:30 – 16:45  Coffee break

16:45 - 17.30  Panel V - A Learning Experience
moderator: Katarzyna Kania
Dorota M. Jankowska & Aleksandra Gajda – Poland
Creativity for Well-being and Inclusion: The Creativity Compass Program 
Anna Odrowąż-Coates – Poland
EDUCATORE:A Platform for Sharing Lessons Learned
Discussion

17:30 – 17:45  Closure - Anna Odrowąż-Coates



Mirosław Broiło, Head of Mission, Minister 
Plenipotentiary, Charge D’Affaires Permanent 
Representation of the Republic of Poland to the UN 
Office in Geneva.
Career diplomat joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 1996. Graduated from the National 
School of Public Admin. in Warsaw. Master of 
Tourism, has a diploma of post-graduate studies on 
development cooperation.

Ms. Batia Gilad former Chairperson of the 
International Janusz Korczak Association (2005-
2018); initiator of the Geneva seminar; founder of 
“The Janusz Korczak Educational Institute of Israel”; 
founder and active member of the initiative “The 
Korczak Education Center in the spirit of Janusz 
Korczak and Stefa Wilczyńska” in Israel. Senior 
educator and home-room teacher in the Israeli High 
School system and pedagogical director; academic 
counselor at “Avichail” experimental school. 
Involved in documenting memories and artifacts 
of Korczak’s graduates and Stefa Wilczyńska, 
constantly investigating Korczak’s educational 
legacy and developing programs for implementation 
in the Israeli school system and society. Latest 
research:”Stefa Wilczyńska , Independent Thinker 
and Partner in the Development of an Educational 
Approach” (2022)



Anna Odrowaz-Coates, President of IKA (The 
International Korczak Association) as of 2024. 
Full Professor of Social Sciences in the field of 
Education, PhD in political science and MA in 
sociology. Currently Head of Doctoral School 
Head of UNESCO Janusz Korczak Chair in Social 
Pedagogy at The Maria Grzegorzewska University. 
Vice-president of the Polish Educational Research 
Association and Board member of ISA RC25. 
Serving as International Expert at UNESCO 
Management of Social Transformations MOST 
program. Anna is committed to researching issues 
of human rights, social inequalities, and social 
inclusion from a linguistic, critical and socio-
educational perspective.

Avi Tsur, Coordinator of the 11th and 12th Geneva 
Seminars former National English Inspector – 
the Rural Sector, Ministry of Education, Israel 
(1988-2015). Book Publications for the Ministry 
of Education: “Teaching the Holocaust EFL” 
(1992);” Peacing it Together” (1995); “Landmarks 
- Celebrating Israel’s 50th Anniversary” (1998) and 
60th Anniversary (2008). Committee Chairman 
“Students with Special Needs,” Ministry of 
Education (2007-2015). Pedagogical and English 
coordinator of “Project Barak” – a unique 
educational program for LGBT youth (2008-2018).
Board member of the International Korczak 
Association (IKA) and the Korczak Education 
Center in Israel. His PhD is based on “Newspapers 
and School Journals in the Spirit of Janusz Korczak”. 
Continuously researching the educational legacy 
of Janusz Korczak and Stefa Wilczyńska and 
developing programs for implementation world-
wide and in the Israeli educational system and 
society. Lecturer, Lewinsky Teacher’s College – 
“The Educational Legacy of Janusz Korczak and 
Stefa Wilczynska” presently lecturing on invitation 
at schools and local/international conferences. 
Latest publication: “The importance of a children’s 
newspaper” (2022), Kwartalnik Pedagogiczny, 
pp.131-143. 



“A child should grow as freely as a tree. 
We must endeavor to ensure that the soil
is healthy and nutritious, the air is clean,
that there is plenty of sun and warmth.”

J. Korczak, Dzieła 3/1, p.32, J.Korczak , How to Love a Child (2018), Articles – Vol. 2, p.92

Presenters
Jonathan Levy, is an experienced educator, teacher 
trainer and trainer of child professionals. He is educated 
in Pedagogy and Philosophy of Education and trains/
teaches in the education, social, Intergovernmental 
and NGO sectors. Initiator, program and scientific 
director of international programs - CATS (Children 
as Actors for Transforming Society); CRIA (Child 
Rights in Action).
He is a consultant for both UNESCO and UNICEF 

in pedagogy and children’s rights, Vice-president of the French Korczak 
Association and member of the High Commission on Children’s Issues 
created by the French government.

Abstract: 
From child victim to resilience to children’s empowerment: the inspiration 
of Janusz Korczak and Paulo Freire

In the context of the many situations of child abuse, mistreatment & 
negligence that article 39 deals with all too often children who are considered 
victims and are treated at best as victims. Although it is correct there should 
and must be physical and psychological care in these cases, it is I believe 
unhelpful to reinforce the position of victimhood. The inspirational work of 
the 20th century Pedagogues based on working with the child and not for the 
child is also necessary in these critical situations. Janusz Korczaks legacy 
of child participation and including the most fragile children in solutions 
are very relevant here. The later work of Paulo Freire in the concept of the 
pedagogy of empowerment : from learning participation to self-esteem to 
social and political consciousness is truly an approach to be applied. 



Prof. Ann Skelton, is a Professor of Law at the 
University of Pretoria and the University of Leiden 
and is well known as a children’s rights lawyer, both 
in South Africa and internationally. She has worked 
as a children’s rights lawyer in South Africa for over 
30 years and has argued several landmark child rights 
cases in the Constitutional Court. Her global influence 
has been recognized through the honorary Worlds 
Children’s Prize (2012) for her successful legal 

battles for the rights of children affected by the justice system, the Juvenile 
Justice Without Borders award (2017), her involvement as chairperson of the 
Advisory Board of the United Nations Global Study on Children Deprived 
of their Liberty and being appointed as a Global Ambassador for the British 
Society of Criminology. Former chairperson of the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child. (CRC) 2023-2025

Keynote speaker: 
During and in the aftermath of war: the connection between Articles 38 
and 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child set the obligations of States to 
protect children in armed conflicts under the international humanitarian law 
(art. 38) and provide support for recovery and reintegration of child victims 
of armed conflicts (art. 39). The protection of children from recruitment and 
use by armed forces and armed groups is further strengthened under the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict. Despite these legal frameworks, children continue to be seriously 
affected in armed conflict. My presentation will argue the critical importance 
of the child rights-based approach to children and armed conflict. It requires 
understanding and addressing the impact of armed conflict on all rights 
of children under the Convention. The right to remedy and reparation of 
child victims affected armed conflict, and their right to be heard needs more 
attention and needs to be realized. Furthermore, children must be recognized 
as peacebuilders and agents of change, not just vulnerable victims. Building 
peace is essential for protection of children from the impact of armed conflict. 
Child participation in all matters affecting them should be promoted in peace 
and security agenda.



Danaé van der Straten Ponthoz is the Head of 
International Advocacy and Policy at the Global 
Survivors Fund, whose mission is to enhance access 
to reparation for children and other victims affected 
by conflict-related sexual violence globally. Prior to 
this, she advised the UK Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office on Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict 
Initiative (PSVI) and lead accountability and research 
projects for international institutions and civil society 
organizations. A key contributor to the Murad Code 

for enhancing survivors’ safe and ethical engagement and the author of 
the PSVI’s International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation 
of Sexual Violence in Conflict, Danaé has conducted investigations and 
supported litigation and victims of conflict-related sexual violence in Europe, 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.

Aiman, Benjamin and Marie-Ange 
-Youth Council of Geneva  – Switzerland

Abstract: 
A Journey to a Safe Haven
They will talk from a Swiss point of view 
reflecting the reality of young people in 
their country.   

Abstract: 
Reparation for children affected by conflict-related sexual violence

Sexual violence remains a devastating reality in conflict zones, with armed 
groups using rape as a tactic of war, including against children. Children 
affected by conflict-related sexual violence face severe stigma, discrimination, 
and marginalization, in addition to direct physical and mental injuries. Yet, 
despite reparation being a right and a priority to them, most do not receive 
any form of reparation during their lifetime. Their specific rights and needs 
are almost entirely overlooked in reparation initiatives worldwide, that often 
fail to include specific forms of reparation responsive to their immediate 
and long-term wellbeing. The Global Survivors Fund (GSF) is working to 
address this gap, advocating for their inclusion in reparation policies and 
ensure they receive comprehensive reparative measures in the interim. 
The presentation will draw on GSF’s research and survivor perspectives 
to highlight the need for urgent and tailored reparation programs for those 
children. It will highlight education as a transformative form of reparation.



Alicia Haldemann, has been a social worker and 
project officer at ISS - the International Social Ser-
vice - Switzerland since 2015. Bachelor’s in social 
sciences and master’s in children’s rights. 

Abstract: 
Unaccompanied minors in Switzerland : a child’s 
rights perspective

Colette Charlet,attended a special elementary school, 
where some teachers were members of the Interna-
tional League of New Education developing innova-
tions. Colette was an elementary school teacher after 
which she became a psycho pedagogue for handicap 
children. She is a member of the French Korczak As-
sociation and has developed some international pro-
jects, sharing experiences, especially with children in 
many countries throughout the world.

Abstract: 
“Pay attention to the stories of children in situations of exile. With our 
heart, exchange words to save life.”

From my experience - Projects of poetic exchanges, discovering stories of 
young people, who have migrated, victims of wars, dictature, discrimination 
= as in the case of Deedar from Afghanistan. Many questions, moments of 
personal life were born, thanks to poetic workshops addressed to  different 
groups all around the world, opening dreams and dialogue.

Following the massive arrivals of unaccompanied children in 2015, there 
was a decline in arrivals in Switzerland, which then increased again in 2021, 
resulting in significant fluctuations in the asylum system. Still, there are still 
more and more children who decide to leave their country of origin and take 
the road to migration. 
Family mobility is becoming the norm and is also affecting the fate of vul-
nerable children. As children, first and foremost, it is crucial to ensure that 
their rights are respected and that appropriate protection measures are put in 
place, both in their country of origin and along the migration route, as well 
as once they arrive in the host country. We will examine in practice what this 
entails and what ISS is doing to promote and ensure respect for the rights of 
these young people.



Farzana Mursal Alizada, is the founder of Equal 
Rights and Research for Development (ERRD-GE) 
in Geneva, an organization dedicated to advancing 
human rights, gender equality, and the inclusion of 
marginalized communities through research, advo-
cacy, and strategic initiatives. In her role, she leads 
efforts to empower communities and drive positive 
change on a global scale. Additionally, she is a stra-
tegic board member of CDP-G (Center for Dialogue 

and Progress – Geneva). As a board member of Wakeup-Gva, she is engaged 
in creating a more inclusive and equitable society, with a focus on support-
ing women’s empowerment and fostering social change through innovative 
projects and collaborative efforts.”

Abstract: 
“From Hidden Identity to Advocacy: A Life of Courage and Change”?

“Growing up in Afghanistan as a girl, her childhood was shaped by conflict, 
displacement, and societal norms that often-silenced children’s voices and 
restricted individual freedom. Until the age of 17, she was dressed up as 
a boy to navigate societal expectations. She experienced first-hand gender 
discrimination and the challenges of a world where children’s rights were 
not recognized. Additionally, she is a survivor of two Hazara genocides in 
Afshar (1993) and Mazar-e-Sharif (1998), which further fueled her resil-
ience and determination. Yet, like Janusz Korczak, she believes every child 
deserves to be seen, heard, and respected. These early experiences deeply 
influenced her journey of self-discovery and empowerment, driving her to 
break barriers and dedicate her life to advocating for human rights, gender 
equality, and the dignity of marginalized communities.



Roberta Ruggiero, holds a Master of Law and a PhD 
in Promotion and Protection of Children’s Rights from 
the University of Molise, Italy. She is Senior Research 
Associate at the Centre for Children’s Rights Studies 
at the University of Geneva (UNIGE), Switzerland, 
where she works as coordinator of the Master and the 
Certificate of Advanced Studies in Children’s Rights 
(MCR). Her research interests and publications in-
clude children’s rights in the EU framework of law, 

ombudspersons for children, implementation of children’s rights, child dein-
stitutionalization, trafficking in human beings and unaccompanied migrant 
children, child witchcraft allegation.

Recipient of the Jubilee medal of the UNESCO Janusz Korczak Chair.

Keynote speaker 
Beyond Recovery: Accountability and Child Participation at the Heart of 
Article 39

Article 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes the vital 
obligation of States to ensure the recovery and reintegration of child victims 
of neglect, exploitation, abuse, torture, and armed conflict. While the 
article is often interpreted primarily regarding rehabilitation services, this 
keynote will argue for broader and more transformative reading. It will 
emphasize the crucial role of accountability mechanisms to ensure that 
States genuinely fulfil their obligations and the indispensable participation 
of children them-selves in shaping their recovery and reintegration 
processes. The address will explore how a child-centered and rights-
based approach to Article 39 can contribute to meaningful and lasting 
healing for child victims.

chris
Inserted Text
Keynote speaker: 



Katarzyna Kania, is the Headmistress of Korczak’s 
School of Dreams in Katowice, which includes both 
the Korczak Elem. School and Korczak High School, 
established by Korczak University. She earned her 
teaching degree from the University of Michigan and 
has nearly 30 years of experience as an educator in 
both the United States and Poland, specializing in 
international education. Inspired by the pedagogical 
legacy of Janusz Korczak, she leads schools that 
emphasize children’s rights, individual growth, and 
student autonomy.

Karin Morrison Children’s Rights Advocate 
president of the Janusz Korczak Association Australia, 
an educator whose experience includes working and 
learning with students from Preschool to Postgraduate 
levels, faculty member of Project Zero (PZ) Summer 
Institutes at Harvard Graduate School of Education, 
leadership, and senior executive positions, initiated 
and led research projects and CATS Core Team 
member.  Publications include co-author of “Making 
Thinking Visible.”

Abstract: 
The Need for Transformation from Being Victims, to Children Living 
Safely, Valued and Respected  for Who They Really Are.

Our world is changing so quickly, and we are much more interconnected 
regardless of distance, yet is this bringing us closer together or creating 
further divisions?  We are all different, yet we are all equal is not an authentic 
reality in people’s lives today.  Why is it that now children have become 
victims in so many ways just because their differences have become a target 
for people in power or those seeking more power? What is being done to 
protect these victims and enable them to live safely with the freedom of their 
own identity, thoughts, beliefs, religion  and to be valued and respected for 
who they are?   Words are not enough! What actions  are you taking, what 
actions can be taken for more children to be themselves, comfortable in their 
own skins and living the rights they are entitled to?



Eva Haller studied journalism at Columbia University 
in New York and later at the Université Libre in 
Brussels. She completed her studies in Romanic 
and Semitic languages at Tel Aviv University. Eva 
worked as a freelance journalist in broadcast media 
and was a foreign correspondent for Radio Judaica, 
Brussels. She engaged as an assistant in the history 
and literature departments of the universities of 
Padua and Venice accompanying students with their 
MA and PhD theses. The founder and president of the 

“European Janusz Korczak Academy Munich and Germany. Her expertise 
is the forum for “Intercultural and Interreligious Encounters”, responsible 
for the organization and implementation of international youth exchange 
programs.

Abstract: 
Supporting Recovery and Reintegration: Korczakian Educational 
Approaches for Young People in Crisis and Armed Conflict

In alignment with Article 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, this 
presentation addresses the urgent need for antisemitism-critical education as 
a protective measure for young people in contexts of armed conflict and 
crisis. Grounded in Janusz Korczak’s pedagogical principles, the session 
will explore how educational and social frameworks can reinforce children’s 
rights, ensuring their well-being and development under destabilizing 
conditions. This presentation includes two key case studies:

•  Shalom Ukraine: a program initiated to provide educational and emotional 
support for Ukrainian children and their young mothers focusing on 
reinstating a sense of normalcy and routine through educational, recreational, 
and supportive activities that respect children’s rights to safety, learning, and 
stability amid displacement.

•  Post-October 7th Jewish Community Support: This initiative addresses the 
unprecedented escalation of antisemitic violence, focusing on mental health, 
media literacy, and resilience-building, 
This session highlights the importance of Korczakian values in creating 
responsive and humane educational environments that strengthen the 
resilience and rights of young people affected by contemporary crises.



Dorota Maria Jankowskais an educator, creative 
researcher, and author of educational programs 
for children and youth. She works at The Maria 
Grzegorzewska University in Warsaw. Her scientific 
research focuses on the determinants of creative 
development, particularly the influence of family and 
school environments. She teaches academic courses 
on the psychology of creativity and alternative 
pedagogy. She is the author of numerous scientific 

and popular science publications and develops innovative educational 
programs designed to nurture children’s creativity.

Abstract: 
Healing Through Education: Article 39 in Practice

In our presentation, we will showcase forms of cooperation between the 
Korczak Educational Group — comprising a university, primary and 
secondary schools — and day-support facilities that serve children and youth 
at risk of social exclusion or marginalization. These facilities have a vital 
pedagogical mission: to support the moral, social, intellectual, aesthetic, and 
physical development of their participants. 
Through joint educational projects and initiatives, our institutions help 
create spaces of healing and empowerment for children from neglected or 
disadvantaged backgrounds. These efforts align closely with Article 39 of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which emphasizes physical 
and psychological recovery and social reintegration of child victims. We 
will present specific examples of initiatives carried out in Warsaw and 
Katowice, demonstrating how cooperation between schools, the university, 
and support facilities contributes to restoring dignity and fostering inclusion 
through education grounded in the Korczakian philosophy of respect and 
responsibility.

Adam Nyckowski, pedagogue, Doctor of Social 
Sciences, head of the Department of Education, 
Culture and Prevention at Korczak University, author 
of the book “I – You – We – sociotherapeutic club 
in a metropolitan environment”, editor-in-chief of 
the socio-cultural quarterly magazine “Zupełnie Inny 
Świat”.

Joint presentation



Lika Chimchiuri is an assistant to the rector at 
Sokhumi State University and a final-year MA 
student in international law. As a representative of 
CIRID (Consultative Status with the UN), she is 
accredited to UNOG (Geneva), UNOV (Vienna), 
and UNHQ (New York). Her research focuses on 
international law, human rights, and cybersecurity, 
with publications in peer-reviewed journals. I have 
participated in global conferences, moot courts, and 

diplomatic forums. Committed to legal scholarship and policy analysis, I 
actively engage in academic and institutional initiatives that bridge law, 
diplomacy, and international governance.

Abstract: 
The Role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Protecting 
Children’s Rights during Armed Conflict

According to Article 39, State Parties are obligated to take all appropriate 
measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social 
reintegration of a child victim. The rapid technological developments, 
including computers, the internet and cyberspace, have given rise to 
transnational crimes, such as cybercrimes against children. Unfortunately, 
due to the cross-border nature of cybercrime, states often cannot prosecute 
cybercriminals, especially during armed conflicts. The presentation will 
provide a legal analysis of the intersection between cybercrimes against 
children and the jurisdiction of the ICC, examining the challenges faced by the 
court in prosecuting cybercriminals, collecting digital evidence and enforcing 
criminal justice during armed conflicts. We will discuss the necessary 
mechanisms needed for the reintegration of children and the restoration 
of healthy relations. It is necessary to develop a new mechanism, such as 
‘university diplomacy’. University diplomacy, as a renewed mission of the 
university, is a modern form of peace building, a new type of international 
relations, and diplomacy.



Mariam Bregvadze is a young researcher specia-
lizing in international politics, digital diplomacy, 
and security issues. She holds a master’s degree 
in diplomacy and international politics and has 
contributed to research on cybersecurity, digital 
governance, and global conflict resolution. Mariam 
has presented at numerous international conferences 
and published articles on these topics. She is also 
a Peace Ambassador and serves as an additional 

representative for CEDAC (the Centre d’Encadrement et de Développement 
des Anciens Combattants) at the UNOG.

Abstract: 
The Role of Humanitarian Diplomacy for Child Social Reintegration after 
Armed Conflicts

During armed conflicts Humanitarian Diplomacy plays a crucial role in 
protecting the fundamental rights and obligations of vulnerable people, 
particularly children. It has the power to carry out actions after the conflict 
which will promote the safe reintegration of children into society. Article 39 of 
CRC serves as a legal framework obligating states engaged in armed conflicts 
to “promote physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of 
a child”. However, in most cases, when an armed conflict occurs, two or 
more parties involved in it ignore the norms established by the Children 
Right’s Convention and their fundamental rights and obligations which they 
have towards children. The presentation will review the challenges that 
humanitarian diplomacy goes through in order to reach full reintegration of 
children after an armed conflict; what difficulties it faces and how, based on 
existing conventions, active negotiations can be held between the countries 
involved in the conflict. with the help of digital diplomacy.



Aleksandra Gajda is an educator and creative 
researcher. She works at The Maria Grzegorzewska 
University in Warsaw, specializing in creative 
education. Her research explores the factors related 
to gender stereotypes and creative self-efficacy, 
particularly in educational contexts, as well as the 
role of creativity in STEM education. She teaches 
courses on creativity training, social marketing, and 
high abilities. She is the author of numerous scientific 

publications and actively develops educational programs aimed at fostering 
creativity and problem-solving skills in various professional and educational 
settings.

Joint presentation

Abstract: 
Creativity for Well-being and Inclusion: The Creativity Compass Program

The Creativity Compass Program is an innovative educational initiative 
designed to foster creativity, multicultural competence, and social-emotional 
skills among children. Grounded in research on creative thinking and 
cultural awareness, the program provides structured workshops that engage 
students in problem-solving, storytelling, and hands-on creative activities. 
By incorporating elements of intercultural education and creative pedagogy, 
Creativity Compass helps participants develop empathy, adaptability, 
and open-mindedness — key competencies in today’s diverse world. The 
program has been implemented in various educational settings, with research 
demonstrating its effectiveness in enhancing students’ creativity and social 
engagement. During the seminar, we will present a short video highlighting 
the program’s methodology, outcomes, and its alignment with Article 39 of 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, emphasizing the role of creative 
expression in fostering children’s well-being, social reintegration, and 
personal growth.



Anna Odrowaz-Coates, President of IKA
(The International Korczak Association) as of 
2024. Full Professor of Social Sciences in the field 
of Education, PhD in political science and MA 
in sociology. Currently Head of Doctoral School 
Head of UNESCO Janusz Korczak Chair in Social 
Pedagogy at The Maria Grzegorzewska University. 
Vice-president of the Polish Educational Research 
Association and Board member of ISA RC25. Serving 

as International Expert at UNESCO Management of Social Transformations 
MOST program. Anna is committed to researching issues of human rights, 
social inequalities, and social inclusion from a linguistic, critical and socio-
educational perspective.

Abstract: 
EDUCATORE: A Platform for Sharing Lessons Learned.

The workshop will provide a platform for sharing lessons learned: How to 
increase well-being, health and resilience of children who are victims of any 
form of neglect, exploitation or abuse; torture or any other form of cruelty; 
inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment; and armed conflicts. The 
platform is to ensure that their recovery and reintegration takes place in an 
environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child 
(Article 39 CRC). The workshop will be based on scientific project results 
(EDUCATORE 2021-1-PL01-KA220-HED-000022919) and will offer a 
short curriculum for further dissemination.





Artist perspective:

At the center of the illustration, a girl is seen with her entire body 
focused and straining as she climbs the tree. She is facing a challenge 
that demands all her strength. Beside her, her father watches from 
a distance, watering the tree. He protects and nurtures a safe 
environment for the challenge the girl is currently experiencing.
The painting serves as a metaphor for the relationship between adult 
and child: the adult stands calmly, conveying trust and confidence. 
His presence enables the child to reach her full potential.

Noa Pardo (b. 1997) lives and works in Jerusalem. 
She holds a B.F.A. from the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design. 
Her work focuses on figurative drawing and painting in oil, charcoal, 
and pencil on canvas. She explores interpersonal encounters, social 
relationships, and intimacy.


