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Japan Janusz Korczak Association /

Ja Korczak News
No. 21 2025.8.30.

| would like to summarize and report on
the recent (2024-2025) activities of the
Korczak Society and write about what | felt
there. Pre-General Meeting Information
(Responsible for this issue
Chihiro Tsukamoto)

Table of Contents
1. Cooperation with Children’s Rights
Organizations
2. Correspondence with Publishers: Photo
Provision
3. Korczak Exhibition: Awareness Panels
and Outreach Activities
4. Tokyo Human Rights Promotion Center
Panel Exhibition: Renewal of Panel Exhibit
Content and Opening
5. Materials Inherited from Former
Secretary-General Tadahide Fujii
6. Other Available JKA Panel Exhibition
Materials
7. Cooperation with Education and Child
Welfare Organizations
8. Current Issues in Korczak Research
9. Revival Screening of the Film "Dr.
Korczak"
10. Recent Developments in Korczak
Research in Japan
11. Film Adaptation of "Kirchak the
Magician"
12. Himawari Theater Company Tokyo
Performance 2025: "Dr. Korczak"
13. Memorial to the Late Teruo
Matsumoto (Warsaw)
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-Japan Committee for UNICEF: Children’s
Rights Advocacy and Public Awareness-
raising

Lectures and Workshops:

2023 Tottori,

2024-2025 Chiba (see below)

3. Korczak Exhibition: Creating educational
panels and supporting outreach activities
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4. Tokyo Human Rights Promotion Center
Panel Production and Supervision
Cooperation

@ Cooperation and Supervision of
Children’s Rights Awareness Panel

Exhibition panel production and
cooperation for "Dr. Korczak and
Children - For Children’s Rights"

December 2024 - August 20, 2025
(Completion date)

= Publisher’s Autumn Exhibition Plan: Two
Bookstores in Tokyo
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® Exhibition Panel Contents: a. + b.

a. Chronological (Basic) Panels 1-8:
Complete Life and Philosophy

b. Korczak and Orphanage Column Panels
by Era

Historical Background Photos and
Photographs of the Ghetto

a. Greeting Panel: Dr. Korczak and Children

/ Did You Know?

and Chronological (Basic) Panels (below,

8 panels): Complete Life and Philosophy

Chronology and Children’s Rights List

0. Pioneer of Children’s Rights

1. 1878-1898: Childhood and School
Years

2. 1898-1905: University Years

3. 1905-1912: From Pediatrician to
Orphanage Director

4. 1918-1931: Korczak’s Peak of Action
and Creativity

5. 1932: The Madness

6. 1934-1936: Visit to Palestine

7.1932-1939 The Crisis Era

8. 1939-1942: The Era of Contempt and
Extermination

OKorczak Timeline 1878-1942

OKorczak’s Spirit of Respect for
Children’s Rights List

b. Panels of Facts and Statements by Era

-Orphanage-List of Children’s
Literature- Children’s Rights
Statements
Photographs of Backgrounds,
Facilities, and Children-Portraits of
Korczak

c. Photographs of the Ghetto, the Last
March, a Map of Treblinka, etc. —a.b.c.
Increase or decrease depending on the
venue
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@ Preserved Books, Picture Books, and
Documents

- 7 volumes: Tomek Bogacki, "Dr.
Korczak: Father of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child," Kodansha, 2011

- lwona Chmielewska, "The Diary of
Blumka," Sekifusha, 2012

- Fumikatsu Inoue, theatrical script for
"Dr. Korczak" (over 50 volumes)

- 3 volumes: Shozo Shinbo, "Why Did
Poland Propose the Convention?"

- Philippe Merru, "Dr. Korczak: In Search
of Children’s Rights"

- Karin Stoffels, "Moishe and Reisele,"
Michiya, 2002

- Tami Shem, "When We Had Wings" "Dr.
Korczak and 107 Children," Fukuinkan,
2015

- 5 volumes of Hannah's Bag / 4 volumes
of Anne Frank

- 3 volumes of Lifton and others - Jiro
Kondo and Yasuko Kondo

3. In addition to the above, there are also
video materials and pamphlets related to
the Holocaust and Korczak, as well as
photographs and pamphlets related to
Japanese theater (to be organized and
introduced in the future).
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7. Educational Cooperation with Educational
and Child Welfare Organizations

©Description of the Society's Mission and Role
on its Website

"The Japan Janusz Korczak Society was
established in 2008 to honor Korczak's legacy
and to support research and practical activities,
as well as to create an environment in which
children around the world can live in peace and
develop their human rights."
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<Reference 3> Jenaplan Interview
Questions (Excerpts)

@ What did Korczak do?

O What is Korczak’s Magna Carta of
Freedom?

© What memorable episodes did Korczak
share about his orphanage practices?

O What were Korczak’s principles and
methods for interacting with children at his
orphanages?

© How did Korczak evaluate the New
Education Movement?

O At the core of the Dutch Jenaplan
Society’s plan is the statement, "Learning
comes from love, connection, and wonder,"
with "love" mentioned first. Korczak wrote
"How to Love Children." What did loving
children mean to him?

@ How are children’s rights currently
handled in Japanese schools?

@ Learning from Korczak, what can
Japanese educators do to contribute to
children’s happiness?
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<Reference 4> OMEP World Conference
on Early Childhood Education
https://omep2026.org/

Scheduled for July 2026, Poznan niversity,
Poland >>

“When a Child Speaks:-- Korczak’s
Inspirations for Education and Children’s
Rights.” - - - - The theme of the event is
“When a Child Speaks:-- Korczak’s
Inspirations for Education and Children’s
Rights.”The primary goal of this
conference is to create a space and
context for understanding Korczak’s
messagde: that active and attentive listening
to children’s voices is essential to
supporting their development, sense of
security, and mutual respect.- -

- We believe that listening to children’s
voices is not only meaningful b-ut essential
in the education and child-rearing process,
as it reflects their inner world and allows us
to recognize and nurture their strengths
and needs. - - - Exploring the balance
between sensitivity and intellect in early
childhood education

8. Current Issues Korczak Research in
Japan

-Recent Educational Trends and Interest in
Korczak’s idears.

Children’s Rights: The Foundation and
Source of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child

(Al Education Moving Away from Humanity
and Personality (Sensibility))

-Respect for Children Study Group:
Respect for Children

What is "Respect" for Children?

Respect as Children and Respect as Human
Beings (Rousseau and Korczak)

-Korczak as the Origin of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child

-Educational Books Explaining Children’s
Human Rights and Rights (Subjectivity)
Increasing References to Korczak in
History

"A Complete Guide to Children’s Humanity"
"Children’s Basic Law: Children’s
Guidebook"

-Children’s Rights Research Books

A Straightforward Focus on Korczak’s
Thought
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Widzie¢ w dziecku czlowieka.

Janusz Korczak

"FEBIC TR FEBE
ESRBRENTRL. ESBDIELH"
ma E .méwitem nie do dzieci, a z dzie¢mi,

méwilem nie o tym, czym chce, aby byly,
ale czym one chcg i mogq byc¢.

(&)

Janusz Korczak
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9. The film "Dr. Korczak" is being shown|
again across Japan to commemorate the
80th anniversary of the end of the war.|
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Eng=Japane. »Eng. Al-powered translationy|

“As Manfred Liebel states,

“If we understand the essence of
children’s rights as children’s own rights,
rights that they themselves can establish
and exercise (or at least ensure that
decisions affecting them are not made
against their will), then the history of
children’s rights is still in its infancy.”[76]
Working with children, valuing them for
who they are, what they bring us, and what
they can teach us, is a civilizing choice that
will bring about profound change.

Change. Is this choice too difficult, too
dangerous, for our world---"
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11. Film Adaptation of Kolchak’s
Children’s Book

Participating in the 2024 Kineko
International Film Festival (Tokyo)

Teen Film/Live-Action Feature

"Kaitushi the Magician"

We, the Japanese Association, received
an invitation from the coach, but
unfortunately were unable to attend.

The association’s vice president,
Ishikawa, translated and introduced the
book from the German version.

12. A theatrical performance by the
theater troupe "Himawari," which has been
performing since the 1990s

13. In Memory of the Late Teruo
Matsumoto (Warsaw)

He lived in Poland for 50 years. He was
active as a journalist and researcher in
various fields, including uncovering the
history of Siberian orphans. In October
2016, he was awarded the Minister of
Foreign Affairs’ Commendation for his
outstanding contributions to mutual
exchange and understanding between
Japan and Poland. Furthermore, one of his
greatest achievements and contributions
was his support for our Korczak research.
He assisted us in acquiring related research
books and materials, as well as the
complete works of Korczak, from the
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Warsaw National Library, Warsaw
University Library, and city bookstores and
secondhand bookstores. He also introduced
research trends in Poland. He also
organized several Korczak tours (visiting
Treblinka, the Korczak Memorial Facility,
the Last March Route in the city, the
Jewish Museum, Auschwitz and other
museums, and the Ombudsman for
Children’s Rights), accompanying and
interpreting, and arranging hotel and meal
arrangements for both researchers and
tour participants. | think it’s fair to say that
it was Matsumoto’s efforts that made
progress in Korczak research in Japan
possible.

When we first began receiving assistance
with our Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research, Matsumoto, as a journalist and
researcher, was connected through
research on the "Siberian Orphan" with
Professor W. Theis Barbara and her
husband, who were playing an important
role in Korczak research in Poland at the
time. It was truly fortunate, albeit by
chance. Matsumoto, along with the Theis,
have made such a significant contribution
to Korczak research in Japan that | would
like to express my heartfelt gratitude to
them.

Thank you, Matsumoto Teruo.- - -
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| have a book that | read a long time ago
that really impressed me. The book is
called "Korczak z bliska - A Closer Look at
Korczak" and was published in 1985 by
Kazimierz Debnicki.

The photo below is from a special
exhibition held at the National Film Archive
of Japan from the end of last year to this
vear(TOEEIL. MERMN LS FEITHNIFTEIL
BE7—hATIZEWTREIN-tEREXY)
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Director Andrzej Wajda &Y
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