Statement from the President of the International Korczak Association

Our deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences go to all those affected by acts of terror and
violence that are spreading across the world on an unprecedented scale. Every innocent life lost
is a wound to our shared humanity.

In these times of darkness, we call upon political leaders across the globe to act with wisdom,
courage, and moral responsibility; to choose light over fear, hope over hatred, and a peaceful
future over the destructive virus of violence that threatens to divide nations and communities.

As Janusz Korczak taught us, the dignity of every human being must remain sacred, even, and
especially, in moments of profound crisis.

"Be lit from within - the dark does not destroy the light; it defines it."

It is often our fear of the dark that casts joy into the shadows. Hope, however, can be cultivated.
As psychologist C. R. Snyder reminds us, hope is learned, goal-directed thinking, rooted in
connection with others and belief in pathways forward (Snyder, The Psychology of Hope, 2003).

Even now, we must hold fast to this truth: you can get there from here, together, through
compassion, responsibility, and an unwavering commitment to peace.

Anna Odrowaz-Coates
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